BIBLIOGRAPHY for AC COBRA - AC FORD COBRA - SHEBY COBRA

AC COBRA - AC FORD COBRA - SHELBY COBRA COBRA REPLICAS & KITS - BIBLIOGRAPHY

BOOK INDEX
A Personal Listing of Books and Magazines on the Subject, owned by Art Gumbus
Note: I am aware there are more books that have been written on the Shelby Cobra Two Seat Roadster
Sports Car. This bibliography is designed to allow me to keep track of my personal Cobra Book Library. If you
click on the photo of the book cover, it will expand into a somewhat larger image for your review. I am sorry
to say that this Web Page is very large, please allow ample time for it to load if you use
a slow Internet Network link.
I am always interested in knowing about books and magazines that are not listed in this
bibliography. Please contact me with omissions, and once I get the publication I will add it to the list!
The Bibliography is divided into two major alphabetical sections.. Books and Magazines.
The Books are listed in Alphabetical Order. Click on a letter below to go to that alphabetical area of the
book bibliography or simply page down to view the entire bibliography. Thanks!
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Author

Publisher

Date

Edition

HC/PB
Hardcover

A Guide to American Sports Car Racing

William S. Stone
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Doubleday

A very interesting book that explains the
sports car racing scene in 1966 and 1967.
FIA rules are defined with the automobile
classes. All of the top sports car race tracks
1967 3rd are illustrated with supporting data and all of
Edition the current sports cars are shown with data
and specifications. If you want to know why
there was a 289 FIA car and what BP means
next to the number on a racing car, then this
book is for you.
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Paperback

AC Ace and Cobra

Colin Pitt

Unique Motor
Books

?

84 Pages, a compendium book containing 21
road tests, research reports and articles on
the AC Ace, AC Ace Bristol, the AC-Ford
Cobra and the AC Cobra Mark IV. These
reprints come from Cars Illustrated, Sporting
Motorist, Road & Track, Autocar, Car and
Driver, The AC Cobra Service Information
Manual, Practical Classics and Sports Car
Illustrated. The articles seem to be scanned
in and printed and rendered in very clear
Black and White. A nice book to have for
reference.

?

100 Pages, a compendium book containing
31 road tests and articles on the AC Cobra
from various magazines dated from August
1962 to November 1978. These reprinted
magazine articles come from, Autosport,
Autocar, Motor, Car & Driver, Sports Car
Road Tests, Sports Car Specials, Car, Road
& Track and Thoroughbred and Classic Car.
The three Cobra Roadster modles: 260; 289
and 427 are covered as well as the AC 428
fastback. Another nice book to have for
reference purposes. This is not the same
book as Cobras & Cobra Replicas 19621983. Out of Print.

Paperback

AC Cobra: 1962 - 1969

R. M. Clarke

Brooklands

Hardcover

AC Cobra The Complete Story

Brian Laban

Crowood

Brian Laban has done us all a wonderful
favor by putting his Cobra book together. He
tells, in 208 pages, the complete history of
the Cobra roadster, illustrated with superb
color and black and white photographs. The
men behind the sports car are brought to life
1991 HC with mini-biographies. He imparts
information on the restoration of and tips on
1996 PB buying a Cobra. Also included are full model
specifications and road test information.
As you can see, there are two versions of this
book, the Hardcover was published in 1991
and the more common paperback version
was published in 1996
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Paperback
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AC Cobra: The Truth Behind the Anglo-American Legend

Rinsey Mills

Haynes

2002

160 Pages, part of the Haynes Great Car
series of books. This is a nice glossy book
that traces the history of the AC Ford Shelby
Cobra from its roots as the AC Ace. It starts
with the history of AC Cars and John
Tojeiro's club racers and ends with the last
AC Cobra made by AC (COX6127). A
complete chassis number history is provided
with color details, and ship to location. This
is a must have book for the Cobra historian
and the photos are just super with many in
color.

Hardcover

Paperback

AC Heritage: 90 Years, from the Three Wheeler to the Cobra

Simon Taylor &
Peter Burn

Osprey

1996

This 127 page book is chock full of wonderful
color photos of the entire line of AC cars.
Perhaps some of the best pictures of all the
great and quirky AC automobiles are shown
in this book. It deserves to be a hardcover.
A great collection of information.

Hardcover

AC/Ford/Shelby Cobra Super Profile

Rod Grainger
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Haynes

1984 &
1988

I found Grainger's book of only 56 pages to
be a wonderful look at the Cobra roadster
through British eyes. Grainger mixes his own
words with some of the best reprints of road
tests to formulate a nice historical reference
of the Cobra phenomenon. There are some
incredible B&W detailed shots of body parts,
suspensions, wheels, insignias, plates,
chassis, etc. in his Photo Gallery section.
He also interviewed John Haynes, who is a
owner of a 289 Cobra. Out of Print.
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Hardcover

AC (Shelby) Cobra 1962-67; Marks I,II,III;260,289,427

F. Wilson
McComb

Osprey

1984

136Pages. F. Wilson McComb has written a
treasure of a book. Like Rod Grainger's book,
McComb shares the Cobra phenomenon
from the British perspective and lands on the
AC side of the fence. Both color and black
and white photos make this a visually
interesting project. I enjoyed this book very
much and would consider it a must have for
the Cobra enthusiast's library. Out of Print.

Paperback

American Sports Car, The

Jerold Kelman
Editor
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Consumer
Guide

1979

This paperback book is quite interesting as it
is a brief pictorial history of the various
makes and models of American Sports Cars.
Packed in its 96 pages are black and white
and color photos of the Cobra.
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Paperback

American Supercar

Roger Hintington

HPBooks

1983

This book covers the genre' of the American
High Performance automobile starting with
the 1911 Mercer Runabout and ending with
the 1983 Corvette. The Shelby Cobra is
given its fair share of coverage.

Paperback

The Big Guide to Cobra Kits and Parts

The Car

Jim Youngs

Brian Innes

National Kit
Car Club

Orbis

2004

This 504 page book (2004 edition) is the
"new testament Bible" for all parts, kits and
sources of supply .. COBRA! Look no
further, as the National Kit Car Club had
essentially gone to the Cobra industry and
presented us with information, price lists an
data on the various suppliers and builders. A
real nice job and a handy reference for the
replica builder and restorer.

Much like the Encyclopedia of Super Cars,
The subscription based British book, The Car
was composed of weekly issues that one
bound into binders. Volume 3 Part 34 was
1985 Vol
devoted to the AC Shelby Cobra. A full color
3 Part 34
cut away drawing of the 427 is the highlight
of the other visually gorgeous photos that
illustrate part 34. Well worth it if you can find
it. Do try.

Bound Issues P666 - 675

Paperback

Car And Driver on Cobra, Shelby & Ford GT40 1963 - 1984
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Brooklands

1984

100 Pages, This book reprints all of the
articles on the Shelby Cobra and Ford GT40
that were published in Car And Driver
Magazine from 1963 through 1984. Reprints
are in black and white, not in color. Out of
Print.
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Paperback

Car Builder's Handbook, The

Doug McCleary

HPBooks

1997

168 Pages. This is a general Kit Car Building
Guide with more than its share of Cobra
related information. Tools, tips and
techniques are explained and the safety
aspects of materials and their use are
discussed. If you are thinking about getting
into a kit project then this is a must have
book in my opinion.

Paperback

Carroll Shelby Story, The

Carroll Shelby &
John Bentley
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Pocket Books

1967

See Cobra Story, however this paperback
edition is revised and enlarged. Out of Print.
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Hardcover

Carroll Shelby's Racing Cobra

Friedman &
Christy

Motorbooks

1990

207 Pages. See the Peterson edition below
for details.

Paperback

Carroll Shelby's Racing Cobra

Friedman &
Christy

Peterson

1986

218 Pages. Essentially a paperback edition
of the later hardcover Motorbooks edition of
1990. This is a nice book covering the
history of Shelby, the history of the race cars
and the racers, drivers, and engines. A very
nice book with wonderful pictures. Out of
Print.

Hardcover

Classic AC's: Auto-Carrier to Cobra

John McLellan
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Sutton

2000

188 Pages, Twelve chapters cover the
history of AC Motor Cars up thru the AC
Cobra and on to Autokraft. About 33 pages
are devoted to the Cobra.
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Hardcover

Classic ACs: Two Litre to Cobra, The

John McLellan

Motor Racing
Publications

1985

128 Pages, Eleven Chapters cover the
history of AC Motor Cars and the small block
Cobra as well as the 427 and 428 AC Cobra.
Interesting chapters on the AC Purchase and
Ownership, Maintenance and Fellowship and
Technical Specifications. Nice black and
white pictures, some quite unique. Out of
Print.
Hardcover

Classic Sportscars

Paul Badre and
Alberto Martinez

Exeter

1988

A coffee table book within which 4 pages are
devoted to a 289 Cobra with Webber
carburetors.

Hardbound

Cobra

Trevor Legate

Foulis ~
Haynes

1984

This book is obviously an extraordinary work
of love and research which provides a
concise and well researhed account of both
AC and Shelby during the Cobra years.
Legate's first work is complete with wonderful
color and black and white photos. This 254
page book is quite rare and is getting very
hard to find thus it is pricey. However, it is
one book worth the effort to find. See also
Trevor's "other" Cobra book Cobra, The Real
Thing (below) which contains much of the
exact same prose however the layout and
format is different. Out of Print - Scarce.

Paperback

1989,

127 Pages, Loaded with fine color pictures. A
very fine pictorial oriented book for the Cobra
collector and restorer.

Reprinted

Cobra

Beki Adam
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Osprey

1991,

Note: I am aware of two cover treatments to
this book. The upper cover to the right is the
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1993,
1996

1989 & 1991, 1993 Osprey edition. The
lower cover is the 1996 Osprey Colour
Classis cover. Other than the covers, both
printings are exactly the same. Out of Print.

Paperback

Cobra Classics

Filby, Watkins,
Ayre & Stent

Filby

1992
Aprox.

This 98 page paperback book reprints 24
articles from the English magazine "Which
Kit?". Manufacturers covered are DAX
Tojeiro, Python, Pilgrim Sumo, RAM,
Southern Roadcraft, BRA, Magnum, Cobretti,
Automotive Systems, Gardner, American
Speed and Dorset. I do find it interesting to
see how many of these British firms have
decided to offer less than authentic Cobra
cockpit appointments and treatments.

Hardcover

Cobra Replicas
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Ian Stent

Autocraft

2003

144 Pages, a nice book that reviews the
Cobra replica genre with the primary focus
being the British Kit Manufacturers. Overall
an enjoyable book and informative. Again,
interesting to see the English take on Cobra
cockpit treatment.
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Hardcover

Cobra Story, The

Cobra - The Real Thing!

Carroll Shelby &
John Bentley

Trevor Legate

Trident Press

Veloce

1965

This hard cover book, published in 1965 by
Trident Press "The Cobra Story" by Carroll
Shelby as told to John Bentley.272 pages
and includes a photo gallery in the center of
the book. This book was reprinted in
paperback form and updated as The Carroll
Shelby Story.

1994

272 Pages. If you had to have only one
Cobra book and you cannot find a copy of
Legate's Cobra (See above), then this is the
book for you. Trevor Legate has done the
Cobra proud with his fine work in this huge
and beautiful book. Perhaps the best book
on the genre'. It is to this book, that all others
are compared. Forward by W.D. Hurlock
Chairman of AC Cars, Ltd. Illustrated with
color and black and white photographs.
Period road test articles form Autocar, Motor,
Car & Driver and Autosport are in the
Appendix along with data and production
figures for each of the Cobra models as well
as the other Shelby cars. Essentially a
reformating of Legate's earlier work Cobra.
Out of Print.

Hardcover

Paperback

Cobra
Dave Friedman
Subtitled: The Shelby American Original Archives 1962 - 1965
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Motorbooks

1994,
2002

Paperback Reprint of Shelby Cobra. This
paperback version has been published at
least twice. The earlier printing is similar to
the one pictured however the red and white
masthead and footer are not on the first
printing, the photo is the entire cover with
wording superimposed over the photo.
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Hardcover

The Cobra - Ferrari Wars 1963 - 1965

Michael L. Shoen

CFW

1988 &
1990

This is not a coffee table book by any stretch
of the imagination. 367 pages of the history
of the Cobra, Cobra Daytona Coupe and
Cobra 427 make this book a true must have
for the Cobra enthusiast. Race by race
coverage of the events are recounted in each
chapter (of which there are no fewer than
44). This book is highly recommended even
though it is very hard to find.

Hardcover

Cobra - The Total Performer

Jay Schleifer

Crestwood
House

1993

48 Pages Kids Book, words cannot describe
how disappointing this book is. Gratefully out
of print. Ok for a 10 year old child... perhaps.

Hardcover

Cobras

Eric Ethan

Gareth
Stevens

1998

24 Pages Kids Book, see the book above for
my thoughts on this one.

Paperback

100 Pages, this book reprints many hard to
find magazine articles from both the US and
Great Britain on the Shelby Cobra, AC Cobra
and a few Cobra replicas (ERA,
Contemporary Classics, Aurora, Autokraft,
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Cobras and Replicas: 1962 - 1983

R. M. Clarke

Brooklands
Books

1984?

Stallion) This book is the predecessor of the
Gold Portfolio of 1989. However there are a
few articles in this edition that were dropped
in the Gold Portfolio. Note that this book has
two editions, the first is the black Cobra cover
and the second is the Silver (Tony Hogg's)
Cobra. Both cover variants are shown to the
right. Contents are the same in both editions.
Out of Print.

Paperback

Cobras and Replicas: Gold Portfolio 1962 - 1989

R. M. Clarke
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Brooklands
Books

1990?

172 Pages, this is an updated and revised
edition of the Cobras And Replicas 19621983 edition. A great way to get magazine
review, road test and driving impression
articles on the Cobra without having to hunt
for the originals. This book also will save
shelf space vs. the original magazines.
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Complete Guide to Cobra Replicas 4th Edition

Complete Guide to Cobra Replicas 3rd Edition

Encyclopedia of Super Cars

Curt Scott

Curt Scott

Stan Morse

http://web.archive.org/web/20050324203256/members.aol.com/necobraclub/cobrabooks.htm (13 of 23) [7/13/2009 9:22:03 PM]

Crown
Publishing

Crown
Publishing

Orbis

2004

82 Pages, In the new 4th edition of Curt
Scott's bible of the Cobra Replica industry
you will find some pretty amazing
information. Starting with the 10 Golden
Rules for selecting and purchasing a Cobra
Replica, the 4th edition gets into high gear
with a wonderful visit to ERA, and if that were
not enough, Rick Kopec of the Shelby
American Automobile Club (SAAC) talks
about open track racing, then we coast thru a
nice article on Dwight Van Horn's replica
build and this is followed with Roger Uptons
wonderful article on rear ends (ok get your
mind out of the gutter!). Do not think about
it... just get this book!

2002

72 Pages, This is the 3rd edition of Scott's
information-packed book which covers the
entire Cobra replica industry including kit
manufacturers, part suppliers and engine
builders and sources of supply. The previous
two editions were published in 1994 and
1997. If you are thinking about buying a
Cobra or having one built, then this book is a
must have. There is a section on each Cobra
replica manufacturer with photos of typical
finished cars, specifications and a nice item
called "Five Key Reasons" why you should
seriously consider each kit. Additionally,
Curt Scott is a blast of a guy to talk to on the
phone. A true wealth of knowledge on the
subject. Scott's Cobra Country website is
very interesting. A great resource for all
things related to Cobra reproductions.

The British publication, The Encyclopedia of
Super Cars (much like The Car) was a
weekly subscription based publication that
one put into custom binders to make a book.
Issue 18 of Volume 2, pages 346 - 355 was
devoted to the AC Cobra in about as good a
fashion as 10 pages and a huge four page
1991 Vol fold out could allow. This issue pretty much
2 Issue says it all from both a factual, and visual
perspective. If someone asked me to hand
18
them one article or book that within one half
hour could convey the entire history of the
AC Shelby Cobra (in text and graphics), then
this would be my choice. I consider this a
keystone publication to have in any Cobra
information collection. Getting harder to find.

Paperback

Paperback

P346 - 355
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1997

Softbound, 80 pages. 7 Chapters covering
Cobra Beginnings, Leaf-Spring Cobras,
Racing Cobras in the USA, Racing in Europe,
World Title Campaign, Coil Spring Cobras,
After the Cobra, Appendix. Like many Cobra
books, the text is supported with many b/w
and color photographs. Being a UK
publication, this book has many excellent
photos (60 color and 60 black and white)
which trace the history of the Cobra as well
as illustrate the escapades of European and
American drivers in European settings, see
Jack Sears at Goodwood, Jerry Grant in the
Targa Florio and the Gurney / Bondurant
Coupe at Le Mans. Some nice close up
photos of the dash, hardware and emblems
are wonderful for the restoration buff. A very
nice book for the Cobra collector. Out of
Print.

1972

The oddly titled "Fooorrd V8 Performance
Guide" by Bill Carroll has long been
considered to be the standard specification
reference for the Ford muscle car era V8
engines. This 113 page book is just chock
full of data, parts and specifications to help
those who want to improve the performance
of their Ford engine. It is also a wonderful
tool to decode and identify specific Ford
engine parts. This is an essential book for
those interested in Ford V8 Performance for
the 260, 289, 427 and 428 engines found in
original Cobras. A very fun period piece. Out
of Print.

Essential AC Cobra
Rinsey Mills

Bayview

Subtitled: The Cars and their Story 1962 - 67

Paperback

Paperback

Fooorrd V8 Performance Guide
Bill Carroll
The Stocker's Bible

Auto Book
Press

1968

Ford Hi-Per Parts
Special High Performance Parts for Ford 390. 406, 427 and 428 C.I.D.
Engines Autolite - Ford
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Ford Motor
Company

Vol 69
MSD 6

This 38 page booklet is one of the key
historical documents for the Ford FE Big
Block engines and serves as a shopping list
for engine parts to make performance
improvements. More a paper back
magazine than a book, I include it here in the
books area. This book is set up in sections,
which are devoted to the 428 Cobra Jet, How
to Modify the 427, Head & Valves, Cams,
Springs and Retainers, Intake Manifolds,
Exhaust Manifolds, Pistons, Rods, Cranks,
and Bearings, Carburetors, Fuel Pumps,
Plugs, Distributors and Wiring, Kits,
Carburetor Linkages, Oil pans and pumps. If
you are going to have an engine built for your
Cobra then you should have this book!
Period.
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Paperback

Ford Muscle Cars - Enthusiast Color Series

Mike Mueller

Motorbooks
International

1993

This 96 page paperback book covers the
entire line of Ford Muscle Cars including the
260, 289 and 427 Shelby Cobra roadsters
and the Sunbeam Tiger. There are some
really nice color photos of the Cobra.

Paperback

Ford Total Performance: The Road to World Racing Domination

Alex Gabbard

HPBooks

2000

This is a history book of Ford's involvement in
the sport of motor racing.... Egos, engines
and enthusiasm. The Cobra is given its due
within its 183 B&W photo illustrated pages.

Hardcover

Ford vs. Ferrari: The Battle for LeMans

Anthony Pritchard
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Zuma
Marketing

1984

Pritchard's fine book provides us with 254
pages of fine story telling, recounting the
racing history of the Ford GT-40, the 289
Cobra, ant the Cobra Daytona Coupe.
Eleven chapters discuss the beginning of
LeMans, the Ferrari works, the mid-engined
Ferrari, the Cobra and the evolution of the
Ford GT-40. Full appendices and Index fill
out this wonderful text. Many black and white
as well as color photographs illustrate the
story, Bob Bondurant pens the forward.
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Paperback

Great Cars From Ford

Richard M.
Langworth

Consumer
Guide

1982

I was torn between listing this as a magazine
or a book, but here it is in the books section.
The Cobra and other Ford racing cars are
highlighted in the final chapter of this 96 page
paperback.

Hardcover

A History of Sports Cars

G. N. Georgano

Bonanza

1970

Georgano's 320 page history of the sports
car gives just lip service to the Cobra with
some photo captioning errors. Makes one
wonder about what other errors are held
within? A nice book to have as a reference
as it follows sports cars from the 1920's
through the decades into the 1960's. Sadly,
there are no pictures of the Auto Unions.

Paperback

Illustrated Shelby Buyers Guide

Lamm & Nicaise
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Motorbooks

1992

128 Pages, This book provides details and
rundowns with B&W photos on all of Carroll
Shelby's cars. Included are the 260 and 289
Cobra, The King Cobra, The Daytona Coupe,
the 427 Cobra and the GT40 with coverage
of all of the Mustang Shelbys and such. Out
of Print.
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Hardcover

The Inside Story of the Fastest Fords

Karl E. Ludvigsen

Style Auto
Editrice

1970 &
1971

Karl Ludvigsen's book is the history of the GT40. Complete with color pictures and data,
Ludvigsen spins his history well leaving no
detail out. This 80 page book is a grand
effort and is well worth the hunt. Out of Print.

Hardcover

Kit Car Manual, The

Iain Ayre

Haynes

2003

This 160 page book is a guide for choosing,
buying and building British and American kit
cars, of which the Cobra style is well
represented. The book is in full color with
good photos and illustrations. If you own a
replica or are contemplating taking on a kit
build then this book will be a great help.

Hardcover

Muscle Cars

Richard Nichols
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Brompton

1985

In full color, 112 Pages with dust cover, and
at a rather large 12" by 9 1/4" Richard
Nichols' Muscle Cars book fits into the coffee
table arena. Nichols devotes 3 pages to the
Cobra roadster with some nice color photos
of English AC's.
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Muscle Cars Field Guide: American Supercars 1960 - 2000

John Gunnell

Krause

2004

This handy little (5" x 4 1/4") field guide is
designed to allow you to field identify muscle
cars on the lot, driveway and car show. Full
color pictures of each car are provided with
some data and original factory prices and
options. The 289 Cobra roadster is covered
but the earlier 260 and later 427 Cobras are
missing somehow. The AC Cobras are not
mentioned. It offers no help in the
identification of a true period Cobra vs. a
reproduction. A newer version dated 2005
may fix these omissions?? Lets hope.

Paperback

Hardcover

Original AC ACE & Cobra
Subtitled: The Restorer's Guide to AC, Bristol, and Ford Engined Cars:
Ace, Aceca and Cobra

Rinsey Mills

Bayview

1990

96 Pages, Perhaps the best looking and well
illustrated detail book on the Cobra. More
that 160 high quality color photos show every
inch of the Cobra via ten carefully selected
cars which are the basis for the photo essay.
This book is indispensable for all owners,
restorers and replica builders. Mill's prose is
helped by the wonderful photo work of Mick
Walsh. This book is highly rated by the guys
on Club Cobra. A must have as far as I am
concerned.

Paperback

Road & Track on Cobra, Shelby & GT40 1962-1983

Brooklands

1985

92 Pages, the first edition of this
compendium book of Road & Track articles
and road tests. It was updated in its second
edition below. This is a great book to have as
it compiles all of the information in one sturdy
place without taking up much storage space.
The purist would want this book AS WELL
AS the original magazines. Out of Print.

Paperback

Road & Track on Cobra, Shelby & GT40 1962-1992
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Brooklands

1993

104 Pages, Essentially the same book as the
1983 edition, with the addition of 2 more
articles from Road & Track April 1985 and
August 1992. A total of 25 Road Tests and
articles are reprinted from September of 1962
through August 1992. A great book to have if
you can find it. Now out of print again.
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Paperback

Shelby

Statham

Motorbooks

1996

96 Pages, one of the Motorbooks Enthusiast
Color Series. Steve Statham has put
together a nice tight book just glowing with
wonderful full color photos of the Shelby
cars. 33 pages are devoted to the Cobra
sports cars and therein is just about the most
concise summary of the Shelby Cobra that
you can find anywhere in print. This is a
good book for someone who wants to
understand the Shelby automobile history,
including the Cobra, Mustangs and Dodges.
Paperback

Shelby American Guide: Revised 2nd Edition 1992

Richard J. Kopec

Motorbooks
and SAAC

1982

128 pages, The 2nd revised edition of the
Shelby American Guide contains 17 chapters
with 6 devoted to the Cobra. Out of Print.

Paperback

Shelby American Cobra/Mustang Guide - V 5 No. 1

Richard J. Kopec
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Peterson

1987

129 Pages, This guide book contains 17
chapters with six of them devoted to the
Cobra. Many photos, all in black and white.
Out of Print.
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Paperback

Shelby American Racing History

Dave Friedman

Motorbooks

1997

200 Pages, more than 300 wonderful black
and white as well as an eight page color
photo gallery document the racing heritage of
the Cobra, the Ford GT and the Daytona
Coupe. Also covered are the Sunbeam Tiger
and the Shelby Can-Am Racing. A chapter
on the Mustang GT 350 is included. Shelby
Trans-Am racing also gets its own chapter. A
complete index and Appendix is provided.
The Appendix lists Shelby American official
race outcomes from 1962 to 1967. A real
nice book, and a must have in my opinion.

1994

Shelby American team photographer Dave
Friedman was on the scene with camera in
hand to capture the entire development and
production of Carroll Shelby's legendary
Cobra. This detailed book with 50 black and
white and 150 color photos provides mostly
racing model coverage of the 260, 289 and
scanty photos of the 427 Cobra. 168 Pages
The guys at Club Cobra rate this book as one
of their all time favorites.

Hardcover

Shelby Cobra
Dave Friedman

Motorbooks

Subtitled: The Shelby American Original Archives 1962 - 1965

Paperback

Shelby Cobras & Mustangs
Subtitled: A Source Book

Robert C.
Ackerson
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Motorbooks

1984

Robert Ackerson's 144 page Source Book's
title is somewhat misleading. If you are
expecting a book that can help the restorer or
collector find sources for parts and supplies...
then this is NOT the book for you. Rather,
this book is a collection of advertisings,
dealer literature. Ackerson tells the story of
the Shelby cars through the original
manufacturer's literature, some if which is
quite rare. All photos and reproductions are

BIBLIOGRAPHY for AC COBRA - AC FORD COBRA - SHEBY COBRA

black and white. Out of Print.

Hardcover

Shelby's Wildlife

Wallace Wyss

Motorbooks

1977

224 Pages, a complete history of the Shelby
American company, Carroll Shelby and his
various automobiles. At least 70 percent of
the book is devoted to the Cobra. Nice black
and white photos. A must have book for the
Cobra enthusiast. The book was revised in
1979. Out of print.

2004

224 Pages, Full color photographs. This book
should be the standard desk reference for the
British Sports Car aficionado. It covers every
car make and model in a simple to use
alphabetical format starting with our beloved
A.C. and ending with another of my favorite
marques.. TVR. Many other Cobra-esque
cars are covered including the Allard, FrazerNash, Jowett Jupiter, Marcos and the
Sunbeam Tiger. The appendix lists car
clubs, a glossary of English car terms and
specifications on many of the cars. A great
job by John Gunnell with excellent photos of
very nice representative cars. Get it!

Paperback

Standard Guide to British Sports Cars

John Gunnell
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Krause
Publications
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Paperback

Super 60's Fords

John Smith

SA Design

1989

127 Pages This book follows the Cobra Year
by Year and outlines changes made to the
line. I found this book very interesting as not
only does it cover the Cobra year by year but
also all of the other high performance Ford
cars as well. Engine development is
discussed. This is a wonderful book to get a
time flow perspective of the Cobra and it is
excellent for that purpose. Do not overlook
this book. Kudos to John Smith. Out of Print.

Hardcover

Track Tests Sports Cars

Michael Bowler

HOME

Hamlyn
Publishing
Group

1981

144 Pages, Michael Bowler examines a
cross-section of sports, sports-racing and GT
cars, reviewing them with the authority of firsthand in the cockpit experience - recalling
their origins, describing their mechanical
features and quirks and discussing such less
tangible aspects as their track behaviors and
handling. The AC Cobra 289 and the
Daytona Coupe are covered in six pages of
this book. The GT40 is also reviewed. Some
of my other favorites such as the Frazer
Nash and Ferrari 250GT are also covered.
Out of Print.

MAGAZINE INDEX

email me at: NECOBRACLUB@aol.com
AKA: REDSC400 on www.clubcobra.com
Club Cobra is an online web resource for information on Cobras and Cobra Replica cars. There are many
forums and regional club or enthusiast forums on Club Cobra. Also, most of the replica kit and car makers
have some sort of presence on Club Cobra. A vast question and answer archive exists as well as wanted and
for sale areas. Please Visit Club Cobra!

COBRA ENTHUSIAST CLUBS AND ORGANIZATIONS:
The Shelby American Automobile Club
The Upstate New York Cobra Club
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